TEACHERS OF THE DECCAN
6. MAHIPATI
THIS charming poet deserves to be called a teacher
of India, not because of any new doctrines that he
preached, but because he was the biographer of the
saints of Maharashtra. Without Mahipati's works
we should know very little indeed of the poets of
Pandharpur.
Mahipati was a Rigvedi Deshasth Brahman and
was born in A.D 1715 in the village of Taharabad,
some forty miles from Ahmadnagar. His father
Dadopant, surnamed Kamble had according to
tradition, served in the Moghul army. This is not
improbable as Ahmadnagar was for many years later
in the possession of the Moghuls. At the age of
forty Dadopant resigned the Moghul service and
returned to his village, where he had inherited the
post of village accountant. He passed his remain-
ing years as a pious and orthodox Brahman, making
every month a pilgrimage to Pandharpur. Un-
fortunately he and his wife Ganga were childless
and this was a cause of great sorrow to them both*
One day when Dadopant was at Pandharpur, he
fell into a fit of despair. He reflected that all his
devotion to the god Krishna had been useless, in
that he would leave no son to make pilgrimages when
he himself became too old to do so. That night he
saw in a dream the god Krishna or Vithoba. The
god stood by him and putting a ball of sweetmeats